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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 
Bees seem to have come through the winter much better than expected. Although in general they are quite weak the losses are 
much lower than in the last few seasons. The last apiary meeting showed very few problems. There was a small nucleus with a 
drone laying queen and another that was queenless. It was given a queen from a very small colony and I hope it will survive. 
Although we didn’t feed them in the autumn as much as we should have done they have mostly still got enough to survive until 
the spring flow. There were only a couple that needed food from other colonies. We haven’t had to resort to feeding candy. This 
is one of the benefits of using non prolific bees that don’t rear brood throughout the winter, turning their food into brood. 
 
We will continue with the queen rearing/bee improvement group again this year and I hope to use a few more methods and 
produce more queens. If you attended in 2010 I will assume you wish to continue unless you let me know otherwise. If you 
would like to join the group please let me know, but you will need to know the life cycles of queens and the principles of queen 
rearing. We meet regularly, sometimes after scheduled meetings. 
 
Due to concentrating on the huge number of beginners in recent years the renewal of comb has been neglected and I hope to 
address the issue. I want to use brood boxes as supers so we can get combs drawn out as they are built much better and more 
satisfactory than putting foundation in the brood boxes. 
 
We will be continuing the ability groups as the system worked well last year. If you are not aware of which group you are in 
please email me and I will tell you. I don’t want the confusion we had last year where several turned up to meetings and didn’t 
know which group they were in. The Demonstrators will push members fairly hard with a view to moving them into the next 
group. The Beginners group is the problem area as it will have a regular stream coming up from the Preliminary group. The 
better ones will get moved into the Intermediate group quite quickly, but we must try to avoid some staying in the Beginners 
group for long otherwise it clogs it up.  
 
We recently had a BBKA/Fera “Train the Trainers” event in Crawley that was designed to help teach those who will be teaching 
others at BKAs in the NBU South East region. I was impressed with the attitude of some of them, but there was a mixture of 
ability and experience, with a significant number who haven’t yet got bees themselves! This is a bit worrying but is probably a 
reflection of the state of some BKAs. Our members enjoy far better facilities and opportunities than many others. It’s incredible 
the number of BKAs that still haven’t got teaching apiaries. I get around the country quite a bit and have yet to see anything that 
is close to ours. Many BKAs only have a mentoring system and I recently spoke to someone who was mentoring a beginner who 
lives 40 miles away! He was the closest beekeeper on the mentors list. 
 
At Wisborough Green we gave up mentoring a long time ago and decided to concentrate on giving high quality tuition at regular 
apiary meetings. This means we can concentrate on the “basics” and by only teaching one method we can usually help out on 
the phone or by email. Of course someone will try to make a visit if needed. I understand some other BKAs have many 
problems, one being different people teaching different methods which results in confusion. 
 
We have bought some of Payne’s polynucs http://www.paynesbeefarm.co.uk/store/home.php and I have only had a quick 
glance at them but I am impressed with the design and quality of them. I think they will be very useful. 
 
 

 

 

 

Apiary Meetings – Please take note of attendance 
procedures 
 
Please remember that attendance at the regular apiary meetings listed in the newsletter and on the website is limited to established 

members and those who have officially ‘graduated’ through our separate ‘Preliminary’ sessions and been told that they now qualify for the 

main meetings.  We have structured things this way in order to give the best service to all our members and to give a more personal and 

detailed welcome to newcomers, and members returning to us after a long absence.  Please don’t bring interested friends or enquirers to 

apiary meetings, but direct them to the Preliminary sessions, which are held at other times, depending on demand, and must be booked by 

email with Roger. Full details of the arrangements can be found on our website. 

At Saturday meetings we ask Beginners and Intermediate/Improvers to come at 12.00 and leave after refreshments at around 2.00 p.m., after 

which the Advanced session will be held.  Advanced members are encouraged to attend for both the morning and afternoon sessions. If you 

are in any doubt about when you should be attending, please contact Roger, or in his absence Tom, who will be able to clarify the position.  

Wednesday evening meetings are for everyone, and the groups will be selected to give the appropriate tuition to each person. 

Through the season it is our aim to develop the skills of all members and have as many people as possible moving up through the grades.  The 

rate you progress depends on individual response and how often you attend. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PIP Contd…… 
 
We have a list of swarm collectors on our website. If you would like to be added please let me know, but only if you are prepared to 
take swarms throughout the season, not just the odd one or two you want for yourself. You should also be competent enough to 
take those that are safe to do so. If you haven’t got a home for them then please let Tom or me know as we can always use them 
at the apiary or know of someone who would like one. Please remember this when taking them. 
 
There is currently a change in the BBKA insurance for taking swarms. You will NOT be covered if the swarm is above 3 metres off 
the ground UNLESS you inform the insurance broker. I know this sounds daft, especially if you are taking a swarm on a Sunday! 
This is being investigated by BBKA and I hope it can be quickly addressed. I will try to email everyone when I have further news, 
but check on the BBKA website for an update. 
 
Our website is in the process of being updated with a change of format. Please make sure you read it, especially the information on 
the “Practical Beekeeping” page. A lot of summer phone enquiries can be answered by accessing it. 
 
I’m looking forward to the coming season and helping our members to progress. We can only do this with the co-operation of 

everyone. Tom has dealt with our apiary policy elsewhere in this newsletter and I hope you will adhere to it. Please read 

newsletters and emails as well as checking the website. Many of the problems at meetings are caused by failure to do these things. 

 
For those who don’t know, Dave Cushman died in February. He ran what is considered to be the most comprehensive and 
informative beekeeping website in the world which is accessed by beekeepers of all abilities. A few weeks before he died he asked 
me to take it over and this is being done with the help of someone else who will help me on the technical side. I don’t intend to 
make many modifications and will  try to keep it running in the way Dave wanted 

 

 Roger 

West Sussex BKA Bee Market and Auction  
30th April 2011 - Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough 
 
Details are held in the NEW County Newsletter – Page 2 

 
As always, your support is greatly appreciated.  Full details  of the event arealso  on the WSBKA website at: - 
www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex/auction   
 

 

Teas at Saturday Apiary Meetings 
 
Starting with our apiary meeting on 9th April we will, as in past years, be offering tea and coffee with 
cake/biscuits at the end of the main Beginners and Intermediate session of our Saturday meetings, at about 
1.45 to 2.00 p.m., and as before we would appreciate it if some members would volunteer to take 
responsibility for this on just one occasion during the season. 
  
The rota is being organised by Maggie, and she or Gordon can send you a list of what is required.  It is not too 
onerous a job, and it may be that you would like to team up with a friend to do it together.  There are ten or 
eleven dates listed on the website, so if you are limited on availability, get in quick and choose a date to suit 
you! 
  
You can contact Maggie by email at maggie501@btinternet.com or speak to her on 9th April.  I am sure all 
members appreciate the opportunity for refreshment and the socialising that goes on with it, so this is your 
chance to do your bit in return. 
  
Tom 
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 

 

The following supplies will be for sale at apiary meetings throughout the summer (subject to stock). 

 

As meetings can be hectic please email orders in advance to Tom on stone.house@btinternet .com  

so that they can be ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you must be prepared to wait until there  

is a convenient time to collate your goods, which may not be until the end of the meeting. 

 

All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise. 

             
Frames  (frames are unassembled) 

DN1/BS Brood, for National and WBC brood chambers ………… 60p 

SN1  BS Shallow, for National and WBC supers ………………… 60p 
 

Frame nails, small bag (approx 80 grams) .………………………….………..…   £1.00 

    Full box (500 grams) ………..…………………………....   £5.00 

 

Foundation for the above 

Un-wired  Shallow (for cut comb) ……………………………………..……..         40p 
 

Wired Shallow, please specify worker cell or drone call …… …………………….         50p 
 

Wired Brood ………………………………………………………………..            80p 
(some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 

 

Spacers 

Narrow plastic ends for spacing frames ………………………………    10p (20p/pair) 

Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot (for National hives) ……………… £1.80/pair 

 

Sundries 

Syringes, plastic, 50-60ml capacity for application of oxalic acid etc. ………………...    £1.25  

Hive tool, steel, yellow, British made, good sharp end …………………………....       £8.50 

Hive strap, orange webbing, 3 metres ……………………………………………..   £4.00 

‘Basic Beekeeping’ booklet by Roger Patterson, 2010 edition ...……………      £5.00 
 

Apiguard, per single sachet (two required for full treatment of a colony) ……………...   £2.10 

               Pack of 10 sachets ..  £20.00 

 

Payment can be made in cash, or by cheque.  Please make cheques payable to: 

 

 WSBKA Wisborough Green. 

 

Prices correct at March 2011. 
 

Brood frame + foundation £1.40 each (£15.40 for 11 to fill a national box) 
Super frame + foundation £1.10 each (£12.10 for 11 to fill a national super 

 

 


